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Solemnization of | 
at Berlin, to the. Pr. 


| | To 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
55 The Moſt Serene Princeſs, 


SOPHIA, 


. Electreſs Dowager 
| N 0 E . 
| 1 Branf wick and Lauch 5 dee 


MADAM, 


HIS was the Conſt ant and Great Com 10 

| of the Faithful, . their Hopes in Chr 

* are not in this Li only, but extend Then, 

b Beyond all Things of this World, even to an End- 

leſs Bliſs and Everlaſting Glory. Such is the 
8075 of this preſent Funeral Diſcourſe, on the 
unexpected Departure of your Royal High- 

a neſs own Daughter, the moſt Serene, and 

> A 2 moſt 


Dedication. 


moſt Potent Princeſs, SopnIA CHARLOT TA, 
late Queen of Pruſſia, of Glorious Memory; where- 
in is laid domn the Great Foundation of this In- 
eſtimable Confidence, Chriſt himſelf, the Reſur- 
rection and the Life, that whoſoever Believes 
in him, tho he were Dead, yet ſhall he Live: 
And whoſoever Liveth and Believeth in him, 
ſhall never Die. Therewith comforted Them- 
ſelves the Two Aſficted Siſters, at the Death of 
their Deareſt Brother Lazarus: And that this is 
likewiſe your Highnefſs 's Support under this preſent 
heavy Afftiion, and all the Sorrows of this Life, 
is the Perſuaſion, and that theſe Glorious Privi- 
leges of the Godly herein promis d, a Happy Re- 
ſurrection and Eternal Life, may be your cer- 
tain Inheritance hereafter, are the Fervent Pray- 
ers, of : 

Ilͤ0uoO“ur Royal Highneſs's 


Moſt Humble, and = 
Moſt Devoted Servant, 


Jun; James Ceſar. 
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Funeral 8 E R M O N 


ON THE 


DEATH 


OF THE 


Ween o of 


S. John xi. 26, 4 


I am the Reſurrection and the Life ; be that Believeth i in 
me, tho he were Dead, yet ſhall he Live. 


Ana * dever * 2 Believeth i in me, ſball never Die. 
Friend 1 rus Sleepeth, ſays the Supream 


Jy 
dom and Prince of Life, Jeſus, when he 


would give a ng Deſcription of the Death 
of the Faithful, in the foregoing Eleventh 
Verſe of this Chapter. Lazeras was really Dead, thus 
teaches us the whole Connexion of this Hiſtory, and is 
confirm'd by the moſt Faithful and Almighty, who not 
long after rais'd him from the Dead. The Diſci ns 
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6 Chriſt the Reſurrection 
der ſtood it of the Natural Sleep; They ſaid, Lord, if be 
Skrp, he ſbai! do well, and thought that he had ſpoken of tal. 
ing reſt in Sleep, as is ſaid in the 12th. and 13th. Verſes; 
but or Lord ſpake of his Death, and then ſaid anto them 
plainly, 1.:zarus is Dead, in the 14th. Verſe. And as the 
Procedure of the Hiſtory ſnews, his Body, when Jeſus 
came, was found to have lain in the Grave four Days 
already, with evident Tokens of Corruption. Lazaras 
Was, as much as from all theſe Natural Circumſtances 
can be learn'd, aQually Dead, and lamented for ſome 
time; and yet is he ſaid to Live, and his Death is calbd, 
What is otherwiſe moſt Sweet, Refreſhing and Delight- 
fut, 4 Sleep; becauſe the Death of the Faithful is really no- 
thing elſe, and is even Precious in the Sight of the Lord; 
tor they then reſt from all their Labours, and their 
Works de follow them: Nay, the Death of the Godly 
Is in all Circumſtances, and every where like unto a moſt 
Comlortable Seed: For, as in the firſt Place, they that 
do naturally Slzep, lye ſtill in the Calmneſs of the Night, 
without their daily Motions, to give Eaſe to their fa- 
tigu'd Bodies and out ward Senſes; and notwithſtanding 
all this, are Awake in their Souls, as the, Remem- 
brance of their Dreams clearly proves. Thus likewiſe 
the Godly in Death have their wearied Limbs and Bones 
laid into their Ref,fing-Places, to be eas'd after their 
Worldly Troubles, in an uninterrupted Tranquility, 
and yet at the ſame time their Immortal Spirits are A. 
Jive in God; for the Daft (or Body) returns to tue 
"Earth, as it mas; and the Spirit unto od, who gave it, 
Eccl. 12. 7. As inthe ſecond Place, He that well and 
fonndly Steps, is not hurry'd with the Cares of this 
World, and is free hom all its anxious Carkings; thus 
like wiie the Dead #3 the Lad are ſcparatèd from tlie 
N oiſe and rroubleſome Vexations of this World, Hap- 
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py in their Souls, and for ever contented in the Fruit ion 
of God their Supream Good ; For the Spirit that is once 
come unto God, does never, not {o much as with his 
Thoughts, return to this World, and much leſs the Be- 
dy, for, He ſhall return no more to his Houſe, neither ſhall 
his Place (of Habitation) know him any more, Joh 7. 10. 
And Thirdly, As none Long more for Reſt, and Sleep 
ſounder than they, that thro? their daily Labours have 
tired their Limbs and outward Senſes, and born the 
Burthen and Heat of the Day, thus likewiſe none Long 
more to Die than the Righteous, who, tired by the ma- 
licious Proceedings of this wicked World, and thro? 
many Afflictions are brouglit to the Knowledge of a bet- 
ter Happineſs, have 4 Defire to depart and to be with Chriſt, 
which is far better, Phil. 1. 23. And their greateſt Plea- 
ſures and Delights in this World having been but Vexa- 
tion of Spirit, and the beſt of their Days but Labour 
and Sorrow, They ſoon do forget what is behind, and reach 
forth unto the Everlaſting Reſt thoſe Happineſſes which 
are & before them, and preſs towards the Mari and that 
Ineſtimable Glorious Pr:ze in Heaven, Phil. 3. 13. 14. 
Nay ! Thus are they deſirous to Depart, that their Days 
are compar*d to the Days of an Hireling, and « Ser van: 
who earneſtly deſires the Shadow, and a Hirelins woo look- 
eth for the Reward of his Work, Job 7. 1. 2. And then 
having *obtain'd their End, and being in that calm 
Night of Death, begins their real Happineſs, as being 
freed from all Evil and Dangers, reſting, till at the great 
Morning of Univerſal Reſurrection they ſhall Rite a- 
gain, and in Soul and Body ſee that Everlaſting Day of 
Joy, and partake of that Heavenly Life of the Glorify'4 
Saints; and thus are really Happ) all they that are Par- 
takers of this Sleep: Thus Happy are the Dead that Sleep in 
the Lord; nay, thus Happy are the Dead that Dre in the 


Lord i 
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Lord! Thus was actually heard a Voice of the Spirit of 
God from Heaven, who pronounces them Happy for 
ever: St. John, the Divine, heard this Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying anto him, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead which Die in 
the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their Labours, and their Works do follow 
them, Rev. 14. 13. They Reſt from their Labours, 
lays the Spirit, * therefore affirms, that their Death is, 
as our Lord expreſſes himſelf in this Chapter, a really 
comfortable and refreſhing Sleep; when he, in the fore- 
going Words to his Diſciples and the Multitude, fay d, 
Our Friend Lazarus Sleepeth. 5 
But whence comes all this Happineſs? From whence 
do theſe Glorious Privileges of the Godly ariſe? And 
why is not Death equally Troubleſome and Terrible to 
them, as he is to the Wicked and Ungodly ? To whom 
he is an intollerable Plague, an abhorr'd Enemy of fo 
dreadful an Aſpect, that they cannot without Trem- 
bling and Amazement think of him, becauſe he is the 
Beginning of their Eternal Miſery and Endleſs Woe, 
as transferring them over to Everlaſting Damnation : 
I ſay, Why is the Death of the Pious thus Happy, and 
what is otherwiſe moſt Horrible , thus acceptable to 
them? You may eaſily know that, and be further in- 
ſtructed in it, from this our very Text-Chapter ; it is 
the ſame true Heavenly Friend, and Great Saviour, Jeſus, 
that ſpeaks in it, who hath acquir'd it for them; He, 
the Prince of Life, and firſt Begotten of the Dead, and 
the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, that lov'd us, 
and waſh'd us from our Sins in his own Blood, hath by 
his Death and Glorious Reſurrection gain'd it for them, 
Sanfifzing therewith our Graves, and imparting unto 
us a Spiritual Reſurrection here from Sin, anda Bleſſed 
Corporal One hereafter from Temporate Death, and making 
| | | us 
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and the Life. 
us thus Partakers of a Spiritual Life on Earth, and 
an Eternal Oxe in. Glory. Do but read a little further, 
and you will find this the true Cauſe of it; the only 
Reaſon why the Death of the Faithful is ſuch a Bleſſed 
Sleep, when the Lord himſelf ſays to the Afflicted, and 
at the Death of her departed Brother, Diſconſolate Siſter, 
Martha, in our Text, I am the Reſurrection and the Life; 
he that Believeth in me, tho he were Dead, yet ſhall he Live: 
And whoſoever Liveth and Believeth in me, ſhall never 
— 7 
Here you hear this Heavenly Prophet declare himſelf, 
in the moſt ſignificant and very frequent Expreſſions 
through the Holy Goſpel, the only Cauſe and Author 
of all Reſurrection and Life; and at the ſame time 
to deſcribe the Perſons who are thus Happy, and 
Partakers of theſe moſt Incomparable Privileges ; to wit, 
they, that live here in the time of Grace, and believe in 
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> him: Whoſe Prerogative conſiſts herein; that in Death 
= 2 it ſelf they ſhall not die, but live ſpiritually here, and in 
- = | _ RE. i 

1 And this is that notable Doctrine, which is the only 


Support of the Faithful in their Afflictions and Calami- 
ties of this Life, eſpecially at the time of Sickneſs, and 
the approaching Aſpects of Death it ſelf; when either 
they themſelves, or their neareſt Relations and deareſt 
Friends, are by this Univerſal and Unmerciful Power of 
Death cut off one from another; to be aſſur'd then, that 
notwithſtanding this, they ſhall live eternally, and are 
ſo far from a total Deſtruction, or Annihilation of them-. 
ſelves, that they are rather brought over by it, thro? 
their Faith to a greater Perfection, and a far better State, 
of an Everlaſting Glorious Life. | 


= 
* 


B Here- 
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Herewith do the Children of God raiſe up their de- 
jetted Hearts, on ſuch forrowful and melancholly Occa- 
ſions, and which at preſent is the only Comfort of this 
Chriſtian and Hero like Prince, our moſt Gracious King, 
at the unexpected Departure of his neareſt Relation in 
this World, his Royal Spouſe ; (whoſe Royal Corps hath 
not long ſince been laid into the Royal Tomb, the place 
of its Corruption, and for which we at preſent Bewail 
and Mourn) that She is, notwithſtanding this, alive in 
Her Immortal Soul, as having believ*d in our Lord Jeſus, 
and {hall live, after a Glorious Reſurrection, both in 
Soul and Body to all Eternity; becauſe Her Redeemer is 
the Reſurrect ion and the Life, that whoſoever Beljeveth in 
bim, tho be were Dead, yet ſhall he Live: And whoſoever 
Liveth and Believeth in him, ſhall never Die. Which 
Comfort of the Godly hath theretore purpoſely been choſen 
by this Pious Ring, as the propereſt Subject for the Royal 
Funeral Diſcourſe, and is conſequently more amply 
to be conſider'd by us in this preſent Solemn Day of 
Mourning. | 5 


In its following Three Eſſential Parts, which are, 


I. The Author of theſe Glorious Privileges, in thoſe 
moſt Emphatical Words, I am the Reſurrectian and 


II. The Partakers of it, Whoſoever Liveth and Be- 4 
lieveth in him, &c. n 


III. Wherein conſiſts this Glorious Prerog ative? They 
ſhall never Die, &c. ; 


Our 


and the Life. 11 
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PART I. 


Oar Lord Jeſs; directed, in the next foregoing Words, 
his Diſcourſe only to Marth, the Deceas'd's own Siſter, 
who had Faith in him. as the only Redeemer; and from 
thence that great Truſt, that her Brother mould not have 
Died, if he had been preſent in his Sickneſs : When in the 
21ſt. Verſe, Martha /aia unto Jeſus, Lord, if thou haajt 
been here, mz Brother had not Died. Nay, her Faithful 
Confidence in him was itill greater, when in the 220. 
Verſe, She ſo evidently intimates her conceiv'd Hopes, 
that the dead Body of her deceas'd Brother could, upon 
Interceſſion of Jeſas with his Heavenly Father, be brought 
to Life again; whereupon ſhe receiv'd that comfort- 
able Promiſe from him, that her Brother ſhould be en- 
liven'd again; when in the 23d. Verſe, Jeſus ſaid unto 
her, thy Brother (hall riſe again. But it ſeems the lament- 
ing Martha, in her deep Sorrow, did not ftretch forth 
her Thoughts ſo far; neither was her Faith fo ſtrong 
at preſent, as to think, or believe, that her Brother 

ſhould be rais'd fo ſoon, that very ſame Day, by Mi- 
racle; when ſhe ſpeaks in the 24th. Verſe, Gf his Re- 
ſurrection at the laſt Day, when Martha ſaith anto him, 
1 know that he ſhall riſe again in the Reſurrection at the laſt 
Day: Therefore to ſtrengthen her Faith, and fully to 
- convince her of his Almighty Power, by which he had 
no need to defer the Execution of his Divine Promiſe 
made unto her, in this very Diſcourſe, ſo long; but can 
raiſe him again every Hour and Minute, he demon- 
ſtrates unto her in the 25th. and 26th. Verſes, the 
Words of our Text, how he himſelf is the Author of all 
Reſurrection and Life, how he raiſeth both from Spiri- 
taal and Corporal Death, when, and whom be pleaſtth, and 

| B 2 imparts 
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' imparts both Spirirudl and Corporal Life here, and an 
Eternal One hereafter; thus breaking forth, I AM 


THE RESURRECTION AND THE 
ES: 1 EE 
But how is Chriſt the Reſurrection and the Life? And 


| how eſpecially above all, the Reſurrection? He did, as 


we know, afterwards Riſe from the Dead on the Third 
Day, according to the Scriptures, and is become by it the 


firſt Fruits of them that Slept, 1 Cor. 15. 20. and the 


Firſt- Born from the Dead, Col. 1. 18. the Firſt-Begotten 
of the Dead, and the Prince of the Rings of the Earth, 


that loud us and waſh'd us from our Sins in his own Blood, 


Rev. 1. 5. and hath acquir'd by that for us, the Reſur- 


rection, both Spiritual and Corporal; the SPIRITUAL, 
for we are Bur) d with him by Baptiſm into Death, that like 
as Chriſt was rais'd ap from the Dead by the Glory of the 


Father, even fo we alſo ſhould (riſe from the Spiritual 
Death of Sin, and) walk i» newneſs of Life, Rom 6. 4. 


| Nay! He it is that imparts Life unto the ſpiritually Dead; 
for, the Hour is come already, and now ſtill is, when the 


(ſpiritually) Dead have heard the Voice of the Son of God; 


and they that have heard, that is obſerv'd, have liv'd, 

John 5. 25. And He hath made them Bleſſed and Holy by 
this firſt Reſarrefion, Rev. 20. 6. And thus no leſs hath 
he work'd out for them their CORPOR AL Reſarreition, 


becauſe his Reſurrection is the firſt Cauſe and principal 

Occaſion of ours, and both are joyn'd with that inſepera- 
ble Connexion, that whoſoever denies the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, denies alſo that Chriſt is riſen, as the great 
Apoſtle argues, and conjoyns them both as the Cauſe. 
with its Effect, 1 Cor. 15. 13, 17. inſomuch, that, If 


we believe that Jeſus Died, and Roſe again, even ſo them 


alſo, which Sleep in Jeſus, will God bring with hum; as the 
fame Apoſtle again concludes, 1 The. 4. 14. And thus 
8 ä b 
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and the Life. Es; T 
is Chriſt the Firſ-Bora of the Dead, and by that likewiſe 


the Author of the Reſarrectiun, both Spiritual and Cor- 


poral. But how again IS HE THE RESUR- 
RECTION IT SELF? For the very ſame Rea- 
ſons juſt now alledg'd, becauſe He is the BE GI N- 


NING, the Firſt-Born from the. Dead, that in all Things 


he might have the Preeminence; for it pleas'd the Father, 
that in him ſhould ALL FULLNESS dmell, Col. 


1.19. ALL FULLNESS, and ſo by Conſequence 


this Power of Raiſing and Quickening the Dead, in fo 
far, that he is therein /ike anto his Heavenly Father, and 
does the ſame Works with him: For as the Father Raiſeth 
up the Dead, and Quickeneth them, even ſo the Son Quicken- 
eth whom he will, John 20. 21. And thus is He in all 


manner of Reſpects and Ways the firſt Author, the Be- 


ginner and Finiſher of all Spiritual and Corporal Reſur- 
rection; and is for that Reaſon moſt Emphatically call'd 
the RESURRECTION it ſelf, by this notable 
way of Expreſſion in the Holy Scriptures ; when the 
Holy-Ghoſt not only attributes the Effect to its Cauſe, 
but exchanges both, and gives a Deſcription of the Cauſe 
by its Effect, eſpecially in the Great Effects which our 
Lord Jeſus and Redeemer hath, as the principle Cauſe, 


work'd out for our Salvation: As for Inftance, He hath 


Juſtify d us, and as the firſt Cauſe work'd out our Rig h- 
teosſueſs before God, and is for that Reaſon call'd the 


Lord our Righteouſneſs : He hath imparted unto us the 


Heavenly Wiſdom, and is at the ſame time call'd the 


Supream Wiſdom. He is ſaid to be made unto us Sancti- 


_ fication, becauſe he hath Szn&ify'd us by his Word and 
Holy Spirit; and our Redemption, becauſe he hath Ke- 
deew?d us by his own dear Blood, as you read amongit 


other Places, in 1 Cor. 1. 30. And in the fame manner 


is he the Reſurrrection; the Reſurrect ion and the Life, * 
cauſe 


3 * 


14 Chriſt the Reſurrect ion 
cauſe He hath acquir'd for us both a Corporal and Spir:- 
| tual Reſurred ion; from Corporal and Spiritual Death, to 
a Spiritual and Eternal Life. O Endleſsneſs of Glory, 
and Fullneſs of Godhead, that dwells in Chriſt Jefus ! 
He is ALL in ALL, in the great Work of our Salvation; 
the Beginner, and Finiſher, and Mediator of all theſe 
Things that bring us over to Eternal Bliſs. He was 
not only in the Beginning with God, at the firſt, or viſi- 
ble Creation; and all Ihings were made by kim; ſo that 
without him was not any thing made, that was made, St. John 
1.2, 3. He preſerves not only, and apholas all Thinss 
by the Word of his Power, Heb. 1. 3. inſomuch, That by 
bim were all Things Created that are in Heaven, and that 
are on Earth, Viſible and Inviſible ; whether they be Thrones, 
and Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers, all Things 
were Created by him, and for him; and He is before all 
Things, and by bim all Things conſiſt, Col. 1. 16, 17. 
But moreover, He is the firſt Cauſe, the Exd and the 
Mediator of. the ſecond Creation, our Salvation. The Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith, Jeſus, Heb. 12. 2. The 
Mediator between God and Man; the Man, Chriſt Jeſus, who 
gave himſelf 4 Ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 2. 5, who hath 
 reconciPd Heaven and Earth, and re-united God and 
Men, and given unto us, by his Death and his Reſur- 
rection, Eternal Life; from whom, in, and through, and ro 
whom, wherefore are all Things, and to whom be Glory for 
ever; Who, being put to Death in the Fleſh, hath quickew'd 
bimſelf by his Spirit; that is, his Divine Nature, or 
Eternal Godhead, 1 Per. 3. 18. who wakes us alſo Bleſ- 
ſed and Holy by this fir? Reſurrectian, and is to let us 
hear at the laſt Day his Almighty Voice to an Usiver/al 
Reſurrect ion; which by its Infinite Power will penetrate 
the Earth and the Sea, the Hills and the Valleys, the 
Woods and Plains, to give up their Dead; when He 
. humfelf, 
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himſeif, this fame Lord Jeſus, ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with a Shout, with the Voice of the Arch. Angel, and with 
the Trumpet of God, and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firjf. 
Then we, which are alive and remain, j24ll be cauglit un 
together with ther. in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in tie ir, 
and ſo we ſhall be ever with the Lord, 1 Theſ. 4. 16, 17. 
and may thus, with a full Emphaſis, be:calld the Re/ſur- 
rection: And He, the moſt Faithful and Holy one, ſay, 
of himſelf, to this afflicted Siſter, and the Faithful about 
him, Tam the Reſurrection, I am the Reſurreition and 
THE LIFE, becauſe I quicken the Lead to a Spi- 
ritual and Eternal Life; Tam the Reſurrection and the 
ETFS: 5 8 
THE LIFE. By whichis underſtood, in the fisſt 
Place, that moſt Perfect and Endleſs Life, by which He 
was from Eternity with the Father and the Holz-Ghoft, 
the ſame Bleſſed and All-fufficient God, of the ſame Di- 
vine Eſſential Being, Nature and Virtues, from, through 
and in himſelf, unchangeable to all Eternity; for our Lord 
Jeſus wes from Everlaſting, from the Beginning, or ever the 
EFarth was; as it is ſaid of him under the Denomination 
of the Supream Wiſdom, Prov. 8. 23. hath been before 
Abraham was, «nd hath neither Beginning of Days, nor 
End of Life, John 8. 58. Heb. 7. 3. and is the Firſt and 
the Laſt; He that Liveth, and was Dead, (died on the 
Tree of the Croſs, but is riſen again from the Nead) and 
75 Alive for ever, Rev. 1.17, 18. Who is in the ſecond 
Place, the Life, the Source and Original Spring of all per- 
fect Motions and Beings, who hath imparted unto all, 
that is, hath been, and ever ſhall be its Stirring and 
Motion; for he was, as is already intimated, from 
the 1ſt. of St. John, not only in the Beginning with God, 
and every thing had through and by him its Life, zo: 
any thing being made without him, that was made ; 2 « 
ewiſ⸗ 
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likewiſe now the only Cauſe, that this World with its 
Livings remains ſtill, and is continu'd in its Being, by 
his Mediatorſhip and great Redemption : For, this we 


do certainly believe, that without his great Work of 


Salvation, this Univerſe would have neceſſarily Periſh'd 


by the Divine Wrath, ard theſe viſible Heavens and 


Earth paſs'd away by God's Righteous Anger; for had 
there not been a Ranſom for the fallen Sinner, and a 


Surety for a full Satisfaction to the 1njur'd Majeſty of 


Heaven, and its offended Righteouſneſs, Man muſt 


have died an immediate Death; and thus with the prin- 


cipal Inhabitant of this Viſible World, his Place of Ha- 


bitation, the Earth and all other Creatures created, 


partly to his Support, and partly to his Contemplation, 


would have been deſtroy d. Whereas now the Crea- 
ture inſtead of being thus the Object of God's Vengeance 
thro' Sin, as made ſubject to Vanity, tho not willingly, is 
likewiſe made free, and enjoys Life, till the fall De- 
liverance from the Bondage of Corruption into the glorious 


Liberty of the Children of God, Rom. 8. 21, 22. inſo- 
much that our Lord Jeſus is not only the Source of all 


Life from the Beginning, but the Preſerver of it alſo 
by his Redemption, unto whom all Creatures, Rational 


and Irrational, owe their Preſervation and Life ; becauſe 
God in his Forbearance and long Sufferings for this Media- 
tor's ſake, is thus Merciful in his Goodneſs unto the 
World, to lead Men therein to Repentance, Rom. 11. 4. 
And thus undeniably follows, that Chriſt is the Author 
of all Life in the Creatures; and he not only is before all 
Things, but alſo by him all Things conſiſt, Col. T. 17. 


Further, in the third Place, is he alſo e Life in a more 


peculiar, and unto the Faithful more comfortable Senſe, 
the Author and Original Spring of all Spiritual Life, they 
being thro? his Merits Born of the Water and of the 
Spirit, 
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John J. 5. and thus made Parrakers of that Sanctiiy'd 


Spiritual Life, conſiſting in a Sanctiſy'd Knowledge, 
Love and Fruition of the God of, the Covenant, and a 
ſincere Godlineſs in their Actions towards him; for He 
it is only that thus imparts Spiritual Life: He quickeneth 
thus, whom he will. For, as the Father hath Life in himſelf; 
ſo hath he given to the Son, to have Life in himſelr, John. 
5.21, 25. That is to ſay, He hath given him according 


to the Holy Oeconomy of the ever Bleſſed Trinity, in the 


great Work of Redemption, as unto the Mediator and 
Redeemer, the Power of quickening the ſpiritually 
Dead, and is thus to be underſtood, not of the Eſſen- 


tial Divine Life of our Saviour; for that he had with 


the Father and Holy-Ghoſt from all Eternity, and could 


not be given unto him, but of his Quictening Life, or 
Divine V irtae, by which he imparts unto his Elected 
their Spiritual Life, of which is ſpoken in the next fore- 
going Verſe; and by which he alſo ſhall on the laſt Day 
raiſe the Corporally Dead, and Execute the Judgment, 


as it is expreſly ſaid in the following 27, 28 and 29 


Verſes: So that you may again clearly ſee, that this 


Text ſpeaks of his Quickening Virtue, granted unto him 
by the Father, conſider'd as the firſt and ſupream Per- 
jon, in the Work of Salvation; and the Son, in his 


State of Exinanition ; wherein he is often ſaid to have 


receiv'd from the Father, and to have humbled himſelf; 


not only below the Angels, but likewiſe, that He tcok upon 


bim the Form of a Servant, and was made in the Likeneſs of 
Men; as you read, Heb. 2. 9. Phil. 2. 7. being other- 


wiſe, as we prov'd in the foregoing Paragraphs, of the 


fame Divine Nature and Eſſential Life with the Father 
and the Holy - Ghoſt; which, the Divine Actions, Divine 
Names, Attribute, and Divine Worſhip attributed unto 


him throughout the Holy Scripture, ſufficiently proves: 


Nay, 
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Nay, He is often Honour'd above the Father, conſi- 
der'd in his State of Glory, when He is ſaid to fir at 
the Right Hand of the Father, to Reign, . &c. Heb. 1. 
Col. 1. Rev. 8. Gr. Which together conſider'd, con- 
firms, that this 25th. Verſe of the 5th. Chapter of St. 
John, ſpeaks of that Life of his Meaiatorſbip ; by which 
he gives the-Spiritual Life unto his Faithful, ſending 
forth the Holy-Ghoſt into his Church, and the Hearts of 
his Elected, who is the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, 
in the Kpowledge of bim, and enlighteneth the Eyes of our 
Underſtanding, Eph. 1. 17, 18. and by whom the Love 
of God is alſo ſhed abroad in our Hearts, Rom. 5. 5. and 
thus worketiz out in us the true Sanctification, and is 
that free Spirit which apholds the Faithful in their Spi- 
ritual Life, Pſ. 51. 12. through whom we are freed 
from Sin, and deliver'd from Spiritual Death, which 
_ conſiſts properly in Sin, and quicken'd together with Chriſt, 
and raid up together, and made ſit together in Heavenly 
Places, in Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. 2. 5, 6. Nay, He, our 
Lord Jeſus, is, Fourthly and Laſtly, beſides, and above 
all this, in a moſt perfect and moſt glorious Senſe, the 
Life, the Author, I mean, of an ever Glorious, Eternal 
| Lie. This he hath likewiſe acquir'd for us, by his end- 
5 leſs Satisſaction, as our Surety and Redeemer ; to the 
end, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall live Happy, 
or not die, for ever; for having given by his Death and 
Fi Sufferings a full Satisfaction unto the injur'd Majeſty, 
and by that deliver'd us from Eternal Puniſhment and 
Everlaſting Death, he hath by Conſequence, on the 
other hand, brought us unto Eternal Life. Yea! God 
fo low'd the World, that he gave his only Begotten Son, that 
whoſoever Believeth in him, ſbould not Periſh, but have 
Ever laſting Life, John 3. 16. And actually, He that 
Believeth on the Son, hath Everlaſting Life, ibid, v. 36. . 
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for to this end he hath Purchas'd them with his own 
Blood, and preſerves them for an Eternal Life: He zs 
the Water of Life, whoſoever Drinketh of it, ſhall never 
Thirſt again , but whoſoever Drinketh, that is, hath Com- 
munion with Chriſt and his Celeſtial Gifts of Grace, in 
Him it fall be a Well of Water, ſpringing up into Ever- 
laſting Life, John 4. 14. He is the Bread of God, which 
comes down from Heaven, and giveth Life unto the World, 
John 6. 33. Nay! _Thus was the Word it ſelf, which 
was in the Beginning with God, heard to ſay in a living 

Voice, 1 am the Bread of Life; He that cometh to me, ſhall 
never Hunger; and He that believeth on me, (hall never 
Thirſt. And, This is the Will of him that ſent me, that 
every one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, m 
have Everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe him ap at the laſt 
Day, John 6. 35, 40. For he knows them, and they hear his 
Voice, and they follow him, and he gives anto them Eternal 
Life, John 10. 27, 28. Nay! He is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life; no Man cometh unto the Father, bat by him, 
| John 13. 6. In one Word, Through this Prince of Life, 
and his Reſurrection from the Dead, are we begotten again 
unto 4 lively Hope, to an Inheritance Incorruptible and Unde- 
fl d, and that fadeth not away, reſerd d in Heaven for you, who 
are kept by the Power of God through Faith unto Salvation, 
1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. And he is therefore moſt Emphatically, 
| Jeſus, our Lord, The Eternal Source and Original Spring 
of all Life; of the Life 1 Spiritual and Eternal; 
and therefore does with all manner of Right and Rea- 
fon, thus Inſtruct and Comfort the afflicted Siſter 
Martha, and the reſt of his Hearers, concerning the 
Death of themſelves, and their dear Relations, when 
he aſſures them of a Glorious Reſurrection, both 
Spiritual and Corporal, 2 an Everlaſting Happy 
w 2 11e 
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Life hereafter, in theſe moſt Comfortable Words ſrom 
his Bleſſed Lips, I am the Reſurrection and the Life, &c. 


FART I 


But who are they now in the ſecond Place, that ſhall 
be Partakers of theſe Glorious Benefits? Who ſhall 
be thus Bleſſed and Holy, as to have Part in this firſt 
Reſurrect ion and Life? That teaches us the ſame 
Holy and Faithful One, the Mouth of Truth, Jeſus, 
in the ſecond Part of our Text; They that Believe in 
him : He that Believeth in me (ſays he) ſhall Live; and 
whoſoever Liveth, and Believeth in me, ſhall never Die. 
BELIEFETH, not only with a meer Aﬀent, and 
the Faith of Hiſtory, or Miracles, or a Temporary 
Faith; for thus do alſo the Ungodly ; nay, the De- 
vils alſo; but, with Fear and Trembling, Ja. 2. 19. But 
with the True, and Saving Faith, which, beſides, 
and above the bare Aﬀent, to the Truth of the Hi- 
ſtory and Miracles of Chriſt, is accompany'd with a 
full Truſt and Aſſurance, not only towards all what 
they have ſeen and heard of Jeſus here, but likewiſe 

the Things to come ; that Future, Inviſible and Eter- 
nal Inheritance of Life, promis'd unto us by him: 
For, Faith is the Subſtance of Things hop d for, the Evi- 
dence of Things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. by which they 
embrace all the Grace and Celeſtial Benefits. promis'd 
unto them by Jeſus; whereby they, with their Thoughts 
and Deſires, go out of, and beyond themſelves, towards 
him ; giving themſelves over here with their Bodies 
and Souls wholly to him, till they ſhall be hereafter 

perfectly united in Glory: For all they that are Children 

| of God, by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and have been Bap- 

tiz'd into Chrift, have thus PUT ONCHRI Af 
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Gal. 3. 26, 27. Their Converſation here, is already in 
Heaven; from whence alſo they look for their Saviour, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 3. 21. | = 

And what is more requir'd to the Accompliſhment 
of this Faith, inſtructs further in this ſame Hiſtory, our 

Lord in his Diſcourſe with Martha, where he plainly 
| Intimates, that it ſhall not only, and chiefly inhabit 
in our Hearts, but likewiſe be confirm'd afterwards 
with an open Confefſion, before the World, and ex- 
emplary Works; when She, beſides her inward Faith, 
was led by Him to that free and glorious open Con- 
feſſion, in the following 27th. Verſe; when the 
Lord, in the ſame 26th. Verſe of our Text, ask'd her, 
and ſaid, Believeſt thou this? And ſhe confeſſes volun- 
tarily, And ſaid unto him, yea Lord, I believe that thou 
art the Chriſt, the Son of God, which ſhould come into the 
World. For this Interrogation of the Lord was not for 
Information ſake, he having known, as the Searcher of 
Hearts and Reins, the deepeſt Secrets of her Mind ; and 


ſo by Conſequence, her true Faith before, as he us d 


by his Divine Omniſcience, always to ſee the Diſpoſi- 
tions of the EFꝛart, before the Mouth ſpoke ; as we a- 
mongſt other Places read, concerning the evil Thoughts 
of the Phariſees, Mat. 9. 4. but only to draw from her 
this publick Confeſſion, and thus to Eſtabliſh her Faith, 
before God and the Faithful openly ; which ſhe accord- 
ingly moſt Emphatically perform'd, in the Words juſt 
now quoted unto you; Tea, Lord, TI believe, &c. Where- 
by a moſt exact Pattern is left unto the Faithful, of a 
right Diſpoſition of the true Faith ; which is, to know 
and believe 1n our Souls, and to confeſs with our Words 
and Works, as this faithful Siſter did here, that Chriſt 
Jeſus is the Reſurrection and the Life; that he that Believ- 
eth in him, tho he were Dead, yet ſhall be Live: Ana whoſs- 
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ever Liveth, and Believerth in him, ſhall never Die. 
And moreover, as ſhe goes on further in her Confeſ- 
ſion, that he is the Lord, or as the Original Text hath 
it, xe, the true God; and Chrift the Anointed, like- 
wiſe a true Man; the Union of both» theſe Natures in 
him, being the Foundation of his Mediatorſhip, and 


— 


by Conſequence of our Eternal Salvation. And then 


in the ſecond Place, that he was ſent, and came for 
this Purpoſe into the World: Firſt propos'd as ſuch, 


and elected in the Eternal Council of the Tri-une God. 


Afterwards promis'd in Paradiſe, and unto the Fathers. 
Further, as ſuch prefigur'd by Types and Ceremonies 
of the Moſaick Law, then foretold by the Holy Men of 


God and Prophets; till laſtly, in the Fullneſs of Time 


is come himſelf into the World, and hath, to the Re- 


demption and Everlaſting Bliſs of the Sinner, perfected 


his Mediatorſhip, and acquir'd Eternal Life for the 


Faithful. This, to confeſs with our Heart and Mouth, 
and to confirm with a Holy Chriſtian Life, is to Believe 


in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I add the Confirmation of it 


with a Sanctify'd Life; becauſe the Lord did not only 
come to Redeem us, by his Sufferings here upon Earth, 


but likewiſe to be a Pattern of all our Actions; and 


hath et as, as St. Peter ſays, an Example, that we ſbould 
follow his Steps, 1 Pet. 2. 21. And good Works are 
the Iſſue coming forth from, and the CharaQeriftical 
Sign, allways accompanying the true Faith: For even 
Faith, if it hath not Works, is Dead, being alone; and is 
therefore requir'd at the ſame time, Shew me thy Faith, 


without thy Works, and I will (bew thee my Faith, by my 
Works, St. Ja. 2. 17, 18. And as ay * as receive 
him rhus, and believe in the Lord Jeſus, {hall be Par- 


takers of theſe Celeſtial Prerogatives and Glories, of 
this Reſurrectian, I mean, and Life Eternal: For this 
| — - 
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we have made appear all along in the Thread of our 
Diſcourſe ; that, Whoſcever Believeth in him, ſhould not 
Periſh, but have Everlaſting Life. And beſides, the ma- 
ny Places for this Truth already quoted, you hear 
twice more the Lord himſelf, . moſt Emphatically ex- 
preſs himſelf to this Purpoſe, to all the ſpiritually af- 
flited poor Sinners, with this high Oath and Word 
of Righteouſneſs from his Holy Mouth; Verih, Verity, 
T ſay unto you, He that Believeth on me, hath. Everlaſting 
Life, John 6. 479. And again, in the ſame Chapter; 
Whoſo Eateth my Fleſb, and Drinketh my Blood, bath Eter- 

nal Life; and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day, Joh. 6. 54. 
Nay ! Thus ſhall live all the Faithful in Chriſt, Happy 


for ever; notwithſtanding their naturally Dying, they 


ſhall live without end, the Life of the eternally Glo» 
rify'd; which is the very Subſtance of what is taught 
unto us, in the third and laſt Part of our Text, 


PART III. 


Wen this Eternal Ning and Prince of Life, who 
himſelf is the Reſurrection and Life, promiſes in the 
Remainder of the Words, That he that thus Believes, 
SHALL LIVE, THO HE WERE DEAD: 
And whoſoever but Liveth, and Believeth in him, SHALL 
NEVER DIE. A Great and Glorious Salvation the 
Lord here deſcribes! And uſes this doubl'd Expreſſion, 
the more to confirm its Certitude and Reality; The 
Faithful ſball Live, for all they Die: Nay | They ſhall 
properly never Die. Underſtand it, the Unhappy and 
Everlaſting Death; for the Exemption from Temporal, 
or Corporal Death, does the Lord no ways ſpeak of 
here; elſe we ſhould take it the wrong way, as the 
Jews did, in another Place ; who likewiſe took the Re- 
= demotion 
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demption from Everlaſting Death, for the Temporal ; 


as you read, John 8. 51, 52. No! This is no ways 
the Meaning of our Lord; theſe Words are alſo Spirit 


and Life, and do ſpeak of the Redemption from the 


Power of the ſecond Death, that is, Eternal Damnation ; 


tor Temporally or Corporally, even all the Faithful 


mult die: It zs appointed unto Mew once to Die, aud after 
this the Judgment, Heb. 9. 27. And by one Man, Sin en- 


ter'd into the World, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſs d 


upon all Men, for that all have Sinn d, Rom. 5. 12. To which 


fad Fate of Death, alſo, all the Faithful are ſubjeQed, as 


a Fatherly Chaſtiſement left from the Power of Sin; but 
at the ſame time ſo far from being hurtful to them, that 


it rather accompliſhes, and brings them over to their 
Heavenly Freedom and Everlaſting Glory, and is the 


Limit of all their Sorrows and Imperfections, being but 
an Exit out of this troubleſome World, a Leader into 


Heaven, and a direct Path to their Heavenly Canan, 


whither their Saviour Jeſus guides them, by the Staff of 
his Eternal Providence, thro the fad and dark Valley of 


the Shadow of Death; and is then rather moſt Advanta- 


gious and a great Gain to them, becauſe they receive for 


this Miſerable, Temporal, Sinful Life, which was real- 


ly an inceſſant Fight and Series of Adverſities, and con- 
tinual Death to them, the only true and happy Life; for 


this Terreſtial, the Cœleſtial; and for this Inconſtant, 


that Immutable Life in Heaven; the Corruption of their 
Bodies not deſtroy ing the leaſt of their Perfection, as 
lying ſo long in their Reſting Places, truly to be Purify'd, 
and to riſe with the more Brightneſs and Glory at the 
great Day of Univerſal Reſurrection; ſome like the 
Glory of the San; ſows? like the Glory of the Moon, others 
dike the Glory of the Stars, 1 Cor. 15. And, Al like unte 
the Glorify d Body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 3. — 
—_ 
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And to this Purpoſe ſerves properly this Corruption: J. 


is ſown in Corruption, and it is rais d in Incorruption; it is 


{own in Diſhonour, and it is rais'd in Glory; it is ſown in 
Weakneſs, and it is rais'd in Power ; it is ſown a Wat ur ai 
Body, and it is rais'd a Spiritual Body; 1 Cor. 15. 42, 44. 
in order, that, As they Died all in the firſt Adam, they might 


even ſo be made Alive in Chriſt the fecond, and live, after 


the Reſurrection, for ever Glority'd; as is intimated in 


the foregoing 22d. Verſe of this ſame 15. Chapter. And 


thus do you ſee plainly evidenc'd, that the Faithful in 


the Lord Jeſus, tho' they Die, tho' their Bodies are given 


unto Corruption, they are Happy, and their Immortal 
Spirit Alive, and occupy'd in the Knowledge, Love, Joy, 
and Fruition of their Supream Good: Nay ! They live 
thus Glorify'd, and ſhall never Die: For, all they that 
have thus been Quicken'd in Chriſt Jeſus, they that have 


Part in the firſt Reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond Death hath 


o Poner, Rev. 20. 6. but ſhall live that truly perfect Life, 
which hath neither Change, Interruption or End,the Life 
of the Glorify*d for ever, or the ETERNAL LIFE. 

The Glory of which is ſo Bright, and its Perfection fo 
Immenſe, that all Humane Thoughts can never reach 


unto it, neither our frail Tongues pronounce, nor any 


mortal Pen deſcribe it; wherefore I ſhall no ways pre- 
tend to give you a full Explication, according to its Infi- 


nite and Heavenly Dignity, eſpecially in this Hour of 


Lamentation: Nay! If I had all the Eloquence of Hu- 


- mane Toogues, if I was like Apollos, Mighty in the 


2 Scriptures, and had the Wiſdom of the Angels them- 
| (elves, never ſhould I, for all that, be able to find out 


Words and Expreſſions Emphatical enough, to repreſent 


unto you the Infiniteneſs of its Glory: The Angels them- 
ſel ves deſite at this time to /ook into the Myferies, and Di- 
wine Ways, b hat lead to this Eternal Life; as it is expreſly 
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written, 1 Pet. 1. 12. And the Holy Apoſtle Paul, 
when on this Earth, caught up into the Paradiſe, heard un- 
Jpeakable Words, which it is not lawful for a Man to utter, 
2 Cor. 12. 4. And how much leſs can we pretend to 
a compleat Deſcription of it, that have not by far had ſo 
near an Admittance; wherefore, I give unto you now, 
out of the reveaPd Light and Word from Heaven, only 
this ſhort and ſummary Circumſcription; how it will 
chiefly conſiſt, in the Eternal Bleſſed Converſation with, 
and Fruition of God, our Supream Good. Firſt, in the 
full Knowledge of his Infinite Glory and Perfections. 
Secondly,in a conſummate Heavenly Love of them. And 
Thirdly, a compleat Joy thence enfuing to all Eternity : 
For thus ſpoke of it, the Lord of Life himſelf; This is Life 
Eternal, that they might know thee, the only trae God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, mbam thou haſt ſent, John 17. 3. And in 
his Sermon on the Mountain, one of the Heavenly Bea- 
titudes, conſiſts in this Heavenly Knowledge, in the ſee- 
ing of God; when he ſpoke in theſe expreſs Words, 
Bleſſed, or Happy, are the Pure in Heart, for they ſhall 
fee God, Mat. 5. 8. Not ſurely with the Eyes of their 
Bodies, for they cannot properly behold God, he being a 
moſt Pure, and a moſt Perfect Spirit, who hath neither 
Fleſb nor Bones, and conſequently can no ways be ſeen 
Corporally, but only with the Sight of our Underſtand- 
ing Part, the Soul; that is, with our Reaſon and Know- 
ledge, And this confirms likewiſe the Holy Apoſtle, 
when in his 1ſt. to the Corinthians, 13. 12. he expreſſes 
himſelf thus: Now we S E E thro a Glaſs darkly; but then 
Face to Face: Now I KNOW in Part; but then ſhall 1 
KN OW, even, as alſo 1 am known ; where you have the 
Teſtimony of him, :who (as you have heard before) was 
on Earth, already caught up in Paradiſe ; and therefore 
muſt be a competent Judge alſo of this Eternal OT. 
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In the ſecond Place in this Eternal Life, this Know- 
ledge alſo ſhall be accompany'd with a moſt Pure and 
molt Perfect Celeſtial Love; compleat in all its Parts, not 
conliſting in Hopes, or intermixt with Fears, of looſing. 
again that Supream Inheritance, as it ison Earch, but in 
the very Poſſeſſion and fulleſt Fruition of the All- ſuffici- 
ent Good: For then, like our Knowledge in Part, alſo 
our Hopes ſhall ceaſe, becayſe we are then fully to poſſeſs; 
Mie [ball be ſatisfy'd when we awake with his Likeneſs, PC. 17. 
15. When we perfectly enjoy the ever Bleſſed Counte- 
nance of him, the Beams of his Eternal Glory, and the 
Benign Tokens of his Infinite Bounty, redounding again 
upon us from his Divine All- ſufficiencey: He thus abun- 
dantly ſatisfying us with the Fallneſs of his Celeſtial Houſe, 
and making us drink of the Spiritual Rivers of his Heaven- 
ly Plezſwre, Pl. 36. 8. For if this Love of him be alread 
here on Earth, ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the Holy-Ghoſt, 
which is given unto us, Rom. 5. 5. how muc!- more ſenſi- 
bly ſhall we be affected with it, in his eternal Preſence, 
when we ſhall ſee him, and love him, Face to Face. Oh! 
Will not this be an Everlaſting Comfor: ? The Portion of the 
Glorify d, and the Strength of their Heart for ever, Pſ. 73. 26. 
' Nay, here will be alſo in the third Place, an unſpeaka- 
ble Everlaſting Joy ; it cannot be otherwiſe in the per- 
fect Kyovledge and conſummate Love of this Supream 

Good: In his Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy, and at his Right 
Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore, Pf. 16. 11. An Eter- 
al Joy, which the Eye hath not ſeen, nor the Ear heard, nei- 
ther hath yet enter d into the Heart of Man, a Cor. 2. 9: 
For if we love and rejoyce in him to ſuch a Degree here, 
Whom having not ſeen, in whom, tho now we ſee him not, 
jet bulieving, we rejozce,, with Joy unſpeakable and full 7 
Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. how far greater and more perfect wi 
it be, when we ſhall fee himſelf in Glory? When this 
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Heavenly Bride, the Communion of the Faithful, ſhall 
ſee her Heavenly Bridegroom ; when theſe Spiritual 
Members of Chriſt, ſhall ſee their Head and Redeemer 
Glorify'd; when theſe Children of God ſhall fee their 
| Firſt-born Brother, and theſe Spiritual Subjects of God's 
Kingdom, their Heavenly King on his bright Throne in 
Heaven: Nay ! As you may very well gueſs, there will 
be an e Joy; the Rig hte ous will then be glad 


and rejoyce before God; yea, they will exceedingly rejoyce ; as 
is ſaid in P/. 68. 3. For, The Lord God will wipe away the 
Tears from all Faces, Iſai. 2 5. 8. When the End cometh, 
and this Joy ſhall thus be compleat, And God will be All 
in All; and the Kingdoms of this World are become the Kjng- 
doms of our Lord and of bis Cbriſt, and he ſhall Reign for 
ever and ever, 1 Cor. 15. 24, 28. and Rev. 11. 15. 
And this is but a ſummary and ſhort Deſcription of the 
Eternal Life, of which the Faithful in Chriſt ſhall be 


Partakers, and live thus Glorify'd, for all they muſt 
Temporal die: For what is, I pray you! This Cor- 


poral Death? And to be for a while in Corruption, in 
Compariſon, to ſuch an Inexpreſſible Happineſs, and 
Everlaſting Life? I may ſay, but with little Alteration 
of the Words; The Corraption of ſo ſbort a Time in the 
Grave, is not worthy to be compar'd with the Glory which 
ſhall be then ReveaPd in as, Rom. 8. 18. And therefore, 
for all they Die, they Live for ever, and ſhall never Die; 
For there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow vor Crying; 
neither ſhall there be any more Pain, for the former Things are 
** a): But, They ſhall ſee his Face, and his Name ſhall 
be in their Foreheads, and there ſhall be no Night there, and 
they need no Candle, neither Light of the Sun; for the Lord 
God giveth them Light, and t all Reign for ever and 
ever, Rev. 21. 4. and 22. 4, 5- 5 


Con- 
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Concluſion. 


Oh Real then, and once more Inexpreſſible Glory of 
| the Elected! O moſt Incomparable Happineſs unto you 
oy all, that have heard this, and alſo believ'd in the Lord 
Jeſus! Bleſſed are the Dead that thus die; for they ſhall, 
14 as you have heard, live, without Interruption, Happy 
and Glorify'd ! Bleſſed arè the Living, that believe this; 
for they ſhall never Die! This is the great and only Com- 
fort of the Children of God, that they have Hopes in 
Chriſt, not only in this Life, but alſo in that Everlaſting 
one to come; a Comfort that exceeds the Poſſeſſion of all 
Riches and Wealth in this World, and all Earthly Glo- 
_ ries whatſoever! Therewith do the Godly pacifie their 
_ troubled and afflicted Minds, at the Loſs of their beſt 
Friends and neareſt Relations, as of their dear Husbands, 
or Wives, or Children, or Father, or Mother, or Bre- 
thren, or Siſters, being aſſur'd, that they do not looſe 
them for ever; but on the contrary, ſhall find them 
again in this future State of Glory, 
And this it is, which at preſent comforts this Pious and 
Afflicted Prince, our moſt Gracious and moſt Potent Ring, 
at the unexpected Departure of his Royal Conſort, the moſt 
Serene Princeſs, Sophia Charlotta, and heretofore moſt 
Potent Queen of Pruſſia; Who, after having ſeen the Va- 
nity of this World, and found, that all its 2 and 
Goodneſs is like the withering Graſs, and the fadin 
Flower of the Field; that all its greateſt Pleaſures — 
Delights, are nothing elſe but Vexations of the Spirit, 
and the very beſt of them but Labour and Sorrow, pre- 
par'd her ſelf in the midſt of her Days, and the very 
Flower of her Years, to a Chriſtian Departure, and a far 
better Life, leaving not long after this Earthly * 
. nacle, 
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nacle, and reſigaing Her Tyanſitory Crows, for the · con- 
ſtant and Heavenly One in Glory: And herein does this 
Faithful and really C iſtian and Hero like Ring, no ways 
eſteem Hey as loſt, but, on the contrary, the better pre- 
ſerv'd, and living in the Communion of the ever Glori- 
fy'd in Heaven: She having alſo believ'd in the Lord Je- 
ſus, and embrac'd his Holy Merits in a ſincere Faith and 
full Truſt, and died alſo Faithful in the Lord, who is 
_ himſelf the Reſurrection and the Life; who hath promiꝰd 
molt faithfully, that, Mhoſorwer Believeth in bim, tho he 

Died, ſhall Live: Aud whoſoever Liveth, and Believeti; 

iu him, ſball never Die. 32 
Nay! Moſt Pious were ſuch Thoughts, and becoming 

a Chriſtian- Reform d Ring! See here, a notable Example 
left unto the whole People, thus to raiſe up his Mind in 
this deep Sadneſs, with the very Comfort of the Saints, and 
at the ſame time to prepare Himſelf by it, to a true Spiri- 
. tual and the Eternal Life. Theſe are like unto the Acti- 
ons of this truly Chriſtian and Hero like Prince, whoſe moſt 
Serene, and moſt Potent HOUSE, hath from all Ages pro- 
duc'd ſuch Zealous Chriſtians and Valiant Heroes; who 
have been Patterns to their Subjects, not only in Heroicł, 
but likewiſe Chriſtian Virtues ; and thus taken Care, as 
well for their Eternal, as Temporal Welfare. 

No let us, for Concluſion, endeavour entirely to fol- 
low theſe his Royal and Chriſtian Footſteps. Let us ma- 
turely weigh, how we, and all the deareſt of our Friends, 
arethus Frail, nothing but Duſt and Aſhes; who, as they 

are likewiſe Earth, ſhall alſo return unto Duſt, and ſee 

Corruption; but with this Holy Remembrance at the 

fame time, and Chriftian Comfort, that they ſhall not 

remain in the Grave for ever, that the Lord will not leave 

their Souls in Hell, neither ſuffer that his Holy Ones and 

. EkQted ſhall eternally ſee Corruption; but be rais'd again 
| at 


I] 
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at the laſt Day, to a much beater Eternal Life; and that 
our Surety and Redeemer, Jeſus, is the Reſurrection and 
the Life, who did firſt gloriouſly riſe from the Dead, and 
then Sanctify d out Graves, that we might alſo not re- 
main in Death; and who, moreover, hath made us Bleſ- 
ſed and Holy, that the ſecond Death might have no 
Power over us; Nay! Who is himſelf the Life, who 
hath given us this Temporal, is the Original Source of 
our Spiritual, and will, according to his Promiſe, impart 
unto us hereafter Eternal Life. 
But before all, let us no ways neglect to poſſeſs and re- 
tain the true Faich in this our Lord Jeſus. This is the 
only Condition, and the only Means, by which is pro- 
mis d unto us this Happy Life, none, but what believe in 
him, ſhall live. And this Faith, as you have heard, muſt 
not only remain reconded in our Hearts, but be manifeſt- 
ed by open Confeſſion, and a Holy Converſation of Life. 
Thus you ſhall have Part in this trae Comfort of the 
Saints, when the laſt Moment draws near, and which is 
commonly ſo terrible to Mankind, the Hour of Death ; 
then may you, with the greateſt Calmneſs and Peace of 
Mind, depart, becauſe our Lord Jeſus is the Reſurrecti- 
on and the Life, who hath conquer'd Death for us: 
Nay ! Thus ſhall we, having Faith, Live, tho we Die; and 
| ſo Living and Believing on the Lord Jeſus, never Die. 
And this grant unto us, the All- ſufficient God and Father, 
thro? our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with the powerful Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Holy-Ghoſt, and unto this ever Blefſeg Tri- 
nity, be all Honour and Glory, both in our Proſperity and 
Sorrow, and for ever andever, Amer. 
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